
Most Excellent, Deputy Superintendent Excellent Companion Michael Stuart Shaw, 

Provincial Grand Chapter Officers and Companions. I present to you a short history of Harte 

Chapter No.4217 

A Brief History of Harte Royal Arch Chapter No.4217 

Following the end of The Great War on 11th November 1918, English Freemasonry enjoyed 

a resurgence in popularity. This was also the case in the town of Hartlepool, where 

Freemasonry was thriving. However, with the increase in membership applications, it was 

sometimes taking years for newly initiated masons to complete their 2nd and 3rd degree 

ceremonies, after which time they had limited opportunity for further progression with some 

lodges having more than one hundred subscribing members. 

This situation provided an opportunity for enthusiastic freemasons to petition for the 

formation of new craft lodges, some of which had associated Royal Arch Chapters. The 

formation of Harte Chapter is a classic example, being permanently linked in name, number 

and membership to Harte lodge No.4217 

The history of Harte Chapter therefore begins in 1920 when a group of experienced 

Victorian, craft and chapter freemasons and no doubt good friends, from four established 

lodges in Hartlepool and two lodges outside of the town, came together and collectively 

agreed a plan to petitioned for the creation of a new lodge to meet at the purpose built, 

Masonic Hall on Hart Road, West Hartlepool.  

The name of Harte was chosen as a tribute to the name of the town and has an etymology 

from the Anglo -Saxon word of Heorte, pronounced as Hart and referring to Stags or Deer 

that were prevalent in and around the forests of Hartlepool in olden times. The lodge and 

chapter emblem being that of a Stag in front of a pool of water, signifies Heorte of the Pool 

and thereby completes this tribute to the town of Hartlepool where most of these masons 

resided and worked. 

Their petition was successful and following the Harte Lodge consecration on Tuesday 8th  

February 1921, the same enthusiastic masons moved swiftly and just seven months later to 

founded Harte Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.740 which was consecrated on Thursday 

15th September 1921.  

Harte Chapter No.4217 was then consecrated on Thursday 18th May 1922. This became 

known locally as the Harte series and continued with the formation of Harte Rose Croix 

No.282, The Order of the Secret Monitor No.47 and Harte Conclave of Royal and Select 

Masters No.34 to complete a set of six masonic Craft, Chapter and Side Degrees. This 

demonstrates the enthusiasm and determination that these freemasons possessed. 

It is interesting to note that of the thirteen founders of Harte Chapter, nine were the original 

founders of Harte Lodge. This is worth a mention because Hartlepool Masonic hall, has 

fourteen grand oak chairs which have been used by all orders who have meet within the 

building over the past 100 years. These were donated when Harte Lodge was consecrated and 

the first Worshipful Master, Fredrick Henry Bennett, PAG.Std.Br. was installed. He 

appointed and invested his Officers and with the exception of the Master and the two Wardens 



chairs which I believe were donated by the Stranton Lodge, all of the other chairs, eleven in 

total from the Immediate Past Master, down to the two Stewards were donated by the Officers 

appointed to that chair. You will observe that on each chair a silver plate with the Harte and 

the donor’s name. Many of these generous donors therefore went on to occupy them as 

Founders and Officers of Harte Chapter. 

The founders of Harte Chapter were: 

     Mother Chapter  Rank 

Tom Johnson Carter  St Helens No.531  PPAGDC 

Robert Hunter Davison  St Helens No.531  PPSwdB 

William Wallace   Fawcett No.764   

Fredrick Henry Bennett St Helens No.531  PPGH 

William Barlow    Fawcett No.764  PPGSN 

Christopher Danby   St Helens No.531   PPAGDC 

Robert Brown Carter  Fawcett No.764   

Sydney Hogg   St Helens No.531   

William Swinburn Gales Tees No.509    

Robert William Henderson St Helens No.531  SN 

T M Stonehouse   St Helens No.531   

Albert Henry Fenner  St Helens No.531   

Emmanuel Moody  St Helens No.531  Z 

 

The founding companions of Harte Chapter were a balanced mix of Royal Arch 

companions, ranging from experienced Provincial Chapter Officers to newly exalted 

companions. Of which nine were companions of St Helens Chapter No.531, three from 

Fawcett Chapter No.764 and one from Tees Chapter No.509 We are fortunate to have a 

photograph of ten of these distinguished men and this has been printed within booklets 

available at the festive board this evening. 

The Harte Chapter consecration took place on Thursday 18th May 1922 at Raby Road, 

with the companions assembling in the chapter room. The consecration team were led in by 

the consecrating officer, Most Excellent Companion; the Lord Ravensworth, Grand 

Superintendent, supported by a team of Provincial Grand Chapter officers 

The Grand Superintendent and his Co-Principals opened Provincial Grand Chapter, going 

on to consecrate the newest chapter in the Province, and installing Excellent Companion Tom 

Johnson Carter as the First Principal, Robert Hunter Davison as the Second Principal and 

William Wallace as the Third Principal. 

A total of 54 Excellent Companions were in attendance, made up of 10 Consecrating 

Officers, 13 Founders and 31 visitors. In the coming years eight of the founders occupied the 

First Principals chair thus providing a tradition of steady progression and stability. 

In 1972 there was a 50th year celebration, with an official visit by a deputation, led by the 

Grand Superintendent Most Excellent Companion J. MacMurray, with Excellent 

Companion S. Bruce 2nd Grand Principal and Excellent Companion W. Williamson 3rd 



Grand Principal and the rest of the Provincial team. In the three Principal chairs at that time 

were respectively Excellent Companion A. Powell, Excellent Companion M. Wolfe and 

Excellent Companion A. F. Hodgson. On that occasion a ballot was taken for Brother 

Samuel Smith and Brother John Henry Briggs was exalted into Royal Arch Masonry. 

The founders of Harte Chapter clearly intended to leave a Masonic legacy. One Hundred 

Years later, we now have the opportunity to celebrate and praise the enthusiasm and 

commitment of these prominent masons. 

It would be an oversight not to mention the many companions of Harte Chapter who have 

provided the continuity for our convocations and traditions from the earliest years of our 

chapter until the present time. Through hundreds of practises, convocations and exaltation 

ceremonies these companions have actively contributed to our collective history. The names 

of which populate the minute books, summonses and attendance register. Many recognisable 

names can be identified across the history of freemasonry within Hartlepool and the wider 

Province of Durham. 

Over the last 100 years, Harte Chapter has always held convocations at the same Masonic 

Hall, although in 1967 it did undergo a change of address when the Borough of West 

Hartlepool was amalgamated with the Borough of Hartlepool and due to duplicated street 

names Hart Road became known as Raby Road in the county Borough of Hartlepool. This 

explains the different address on the original Warrant.  

The Chapter presently has fourteen Past First Principals. One of its former First Principals 

deserves a special mention. Excellent Companion Terrence Henry Lewis who sadly passed 

away just 4 days ago following a short illness. Terry was exalted into Harte Chapter in 1965 

and served as First Principal in 1984. He was made an Honorary member for his services to 

this Chapter and it should be noted that he was older than Harte Chapter itself. Being born in 

1918. At his next birthday, in less than one month he would have been 104 years old. 

To conclude, Harte chapter has continued to uphold the traditions laid down by our founders 

and has enjoyed a steady stream of candidates from Harte, Strathearn an Stranton lodges in 

recent years.  

The Chapter is now in the hands of Excellent Companions John Paul Thompson, Michael 

Smithies and Roger Collins and we look forward in great anticipation of many more happy 

years in Harte Royal Arch Chapter, upholding the traditions of our founders with a view to 

continuing the history of this fine chapter before handing these same traditions down to future 

generations. 

 

Most Excellent, Companions. That is the end of a short history of Harte Chapter No.4217 

 

 


