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Grand Superintendent’s Address to The Provincial Convocation 

Lancastrian Suite, Dunston – 23rd May 2018 

 

Good afternoon Companions, I am delighted to see so many of you who have attended 

today. It is always a joy to see so many Companions from all parts of our Province come 

together to renew old acquaintances and more importantly to make new friends. 

Can I first of all; give a very hearty welcome to all of the First Principals who were Processed 

into Provincial Grand Chapter today. There were no less than 37 representing their 

individual Chapters and I would ask you to show them how important they are to today’s 

proceedings. 

To those Companions who I have today had the privilege of Appointing or Promoting, can I 

congratulate you most sincerely on your preferment. Each of you have worked hard in 

recent years in your Chapters and Masonic Centres and of course I can also advise you that 

the Appointments I have made today, carry with it an expectation of even further support 

from you in your Chapters and in the Province. 

In particular can I welcome EComp Nigel Foster to his new role as an Assistant to the 

Principals. I also wish to extend my grateful thanks to EComp Andrew Moule, who carried 

out his role as Assistant to the Principals over the past four years with great dignity and 

commitment to that role, we wish Andrew a very happy retirement. 

Can I also welcome to the Team EComp Dave Green as Deputy Grand Director of 

Ceremonies, and as EComp Bill Crutchley is today retiring from that position can I thank him 

for his commitment and attendance at so many of our Deputations over the past two years. 

I also wish to mention the outstanding service to our Provincial Chapter by EComp Mike 

Davis who has been the Provincial Janitor for the past eight years. Thank you Mike for your 

outstanding commitment to this very important role, Mike is succeeded by EComp George 

Field from today. 

 

Supreme Grand Chapter Honours 

Companions I would now like to introduce those Companions who have been Appointed to 

or Promoted in Supreme Grand Chapter. At the November Meeting of Supreme Grand 

Chapter, as part of the Tercentenary Celebrations and to celebrate the ME Grand First 

Principal having achieved 50-years as our First Grand Principal, a number of Companions, 

from all over the Country and Districts overseas, were Invested with their new Ranks. On 

that day the Ceremony was presided over by The First Grand Principal, HRH the Duke of 

Kent who Invested:  
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EComp Paul Hopper as PGStB 

and EComp Simon Cowley was Promoted to PAGSoj. 

In April at the Grand Investiture Meeting of Supreme Grand Chapter the following 

Companions in our Province were Invested as follows: 

EComp Andrew Moule appointed PGStB 

EComp George Field appointed PGStB 

EComp George Bird appointed PGStB 

EComp Bill Malcolm appointed PAGDC 

And EComp George Clark was Promoted to PAGSoj. 

I ask you Companions to congratulate all of these Companions with hearty applause.  

 

Setting the Scene 

Companions we have with us today the Deputy Grand Superintendent of Cumberland & 

Westmorland and we are greatly indebted to EComp Peter Mason who is an inspiration in 

further explanations of the Chapter Ceremonies. Last year he allowed us to use his added 

description of what he refers to as “Setting the Scene”.  

All of our Chapters have been issued with these details and I urge all Chapters to use it at 

Exaltation Ceremonies, because it contains valuable information and explanations for the 

benefit of all in attendance.  

EComp Peter has also given us an extended version of the Principal Sojourners part in the 

Exaltation Ceremony, which Gordon Brewis is demonstrating at various Chapters by request. 

This actually provides more Theatre to the work of the Principal Sojourner. Peter has also 

given us other pieces of Chapter Ritual which he has composed and written for the benefit 

of all Royal Arch Masons. 

Peter we greatly appreciate your efforts and Companions I can advise you that Peter is 

attending Nevill Chapter of Installed 1st Principals next month to demonstrate and explain 

how and why a Chapter is set up. 

 

Talking Heads 

Companions, Last year I mentioned the introduction of what we refer to as “Talking Heads”. 

We have now delivered that demonstration to Lodges and I encourage more Lodges to take 
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up the offer for the Team to deliver this. We only stress that if a Lodge wishes to avail 

themselves of this demonstration that they ensure a at least a dozen or so non-Royal Arch 

Masons are in attendance. Not only does it give useful information about the Royal Arch, 

but it is also used as a recruiting tool for obtaining new members. We must continually 

strive to introduce members to the completion of the Craft experience. 

 

Royal Arch Representatives 

Companions I wish to improve the profile of the Royal Arch Representatives in each Lodge. 

Their role is to advise those Lodge Members who have yet to join the Royal Arch of its 

benefits. I look to those Representatives to address their Lodge at least once per year, 

possibly at the 2nd Rising. Overall their role is to encourage Brethren to join a Chapter 

though not necessarily in their own Masonic Hall. We have held one Seminar for Royal Arch 

Reps earlier this year and we are planning further Seminars in the near future. 

 

Installation Ceremonies 

Some of you will be aware that we have produced a recommended Installation Ceremony 

for Principals who are either remaining in their Chair or who have previously occupied a 

Chair. 

Companions, I wish to stress that any Installation Ceremony is special and is the highlight of 

the Masonic Year for that particular Chapter. I feel that simply to Proclaim a Principal or 

Principals of the Chapter, is seriously diluting the importance of the occasion and is just an 

easy way out. It may well be easier for some of the Installing Principals, but it isn’t right. If 

your Chapter hasn’t received the modified ritual, then please get in touch with Provincial 

Office who will supply the information by return.  

 

 

Deputations 

I am particularly grateful to all of the Acting Officers for their support and friendship over 

the past year on our Team Visits. They have thoroughly enjoyed being able to visit Chapters 

that they haven’t been able to visit previously. I look forward to meeting the new Team of 

Acting Officers next month on the first of our Deputations. 

Companions I am most grateful to you all for attending today and for the kind attention that 

you have given my Address. As always Companions it is my fervent wish that you will 

continue to enjoy your Royal Arch Masonry. 


