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Good evening Brethren and I can I say how delighted I am to see 

so many of you here, at this rather special occasion. This evening 

is rather busier than normal and I aim to give a shorter Address 

than normal. 

My congratulations to all of those Brethren whom I have had the 

privilege of Promoting to their well- deserved new Rank today. 

They are key people in their respective Lodges and Masonic Halls 

and in congratulating them, I wish them many happy years to 

enjoy their new position.  

2017 Tercentenary 

This has been a fantastic year throughout the country and 

beyond, and here in Durham we have certainly broken new 

ground in so many different ways. 

From our various Charitable Donations, including the £100k we 

Presented at our Dedication Service in Durham Cathedral, to the 

Party in The Park, to the many different Fund-Raising Events in 

support of our Festival. The Tercentenary was brought to a close 

on 31st October, at the magnificent Celebration in the Royal 

Albert Hall. Brethren this was a Masonic occasion that went way 

beyond all of our imagination, and the like of which we will 

probably never see again. 

Also the MCF have marked this special year by donating £3m to 

300 Charities and I am sure that David will tell us a little more 

about that later. 

Masonic Centres 

You will recall that at our Annual Meeting in June, I appointed W 

Bro Gordon Brewis to the position of Supt of Works. Brethren, I 

believe that we have now arrived at the Crossroads in terms of 

how many Masonic Halls we have in our Province. I have 

mentioned on previous occasions that in 1990 we had 15,000 

Members and 42 Halls. We now have 5,500 Members and 37 

Halls. I am sure that you will all agree that this is a matter which 



requires our urgent attention. Our predecessors provided us with 

excellent facilities and it is our responsibility to ensure that we 

provide our successors with even better facilities, that they can 

enjoy and be proud of. 

W Bro Brewis has drawn together a small team of specialists, 

who will be contacting Hall Management Officials, in the coming 

weeks, with a view to helping them with their future plans. I hope 

you will all take this message back to your Lodges, and 

encourage all concerned to look to the future, rather than trying 

to maintain the past. 

Non Masonic Donations 

MCF are seeking to identify how much money is donated to Non-

Masonic Charities throughout the country. They firmly believe 

that the total will amount to many Millions of pounds but they 

are having difficulty in calculating that grand figure. Difficulty, 

because we in the Provinces are reluctant to reveal how much we 

give and where it goes. Believe me Brethren this is not an 

exercise to question what each Lodge is giving, but it would be an 

excellent piece of publicity if, each year, we can say that we have 

donated £Xm to outside Organisations, which will assist us in 

destroying the belief that we only support ourselves. 

TLC Teddies 

It was in October 2005 that we commenced our project of the 

TLC Teddies, in donating to each A & E Department, within our 

Province, supplies of Teddies to assist children who need to visit 

A & E for whatever reason. It is now 12 years since this Project 

was introduced and it has been administered almost single 

handed by W Bro Harry Norman. In that time we have donated 

80,000 Teddies which is wonderful advert for our Organisation. 

Throughout that period almost every Lodge was making an 

annual donation of £40. As time has elapsed many of the Lodges 

have fallen out of the habit of making their donation. I therefore 

would like to appeal to every Lodge to seriously consider making 

an annual donation of £50, in order that this excellent Project 



can continue and even expand. Harry is now looking at donating 

Teddies to Drop in Centres and the like. 

Having run this activity for 12 years, Harry feels that the time is 

right for someone else to take over the responsibility, and I am 

pleased to announce that W Bro Duncan Maw, of St Oswald 

Lodge has agreed to take over the running of the Teddies Scheme. 

In recognition of Harry’s outstanding commitment to the scheme, 

I would now like to make a Presentation to him. 

2021 Festival 

We Launched our RMTGB Festival in January 2016 and the 

success we have had to date is quite unbelievable. In the 20 

months since the Launch we now have a total to date of £1.75m. 

Throughout that period there has been an average of £10k per 

week and it is astonishing how all of our Brethren have 

responded, in so many different ways. 

Thanks to the enthusiasm of our Festival Director and his 

Festival Team, there have been so many different initiatives, that 

have not only raised money but have also created enjoyment in 

doing it. 

I will just mention one Group who took part in either or both of 

the Coast to Coast Cycle Ride and The Great North Run. The 

30 Riders raised £25K and the 39 Runners raised £40k. That was 

an example of total commitment and I would ask all of those 

present this evening, who took part in those Events to stand. In 

the GNR each of the Runners wore the MCF Shirt to help 

promote our Charity. 

 

Brethren I have had the great privilege of leading this Province in 

another very exciting year. I am so grateful to you all for your 

ongoing support and can I take this opportunity to wish all of you 

and your families a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 

Healthy New Year. 



May I on your behalf express my grateful thanks to the Provincial 

Grand Secretary, for all the preparations he and his Team have 

made, The Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies and his Team 

for all their detailed planning and also The Provincial Grand 

Stewards Lodge for making all of the arrangements which have 

ensured that we have a seamless and happy day. 

I thank you for the kind attention you have given to my Address, 

and as always Brethren, continue to enjoy your Freemasonry. 

 

 


